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the work of God ; they joined in every good thing with the utmost affection ; they loved the souls as well as the bodies of us their children ; the family was a house of cheerful devotion : God was served night and day; and, in a word, as they lived, so they died ; they dropped comfortably off, and went, as it were, hand in hand to heaven.
JBro. And yet, sister, you see, we that were their children were not all alike; there's our brother Jack, and our sisters, Betty and Sarah, what can be said about them ? Pray what religion are they of?
Sist. I'll tell you what can be said, and what will stick close to them one time or other, viz., if they are lost, it is not for want of good instruction, or good example; they cannot blame father or mother; it has been all their own: parents may beg grace for their children, but they cannot give it them ; the}r may teach their children good things, but they cannot make them learn; that is the work of God, and parents must submit it to him: but when parents do nothing; nay, rather by example and encouragement, lead their children into wickedness ; what a dreadful thing is that!
Bro. Well, but our two sisters were not led into wickedness: and yet, as I said, they value religion as little as anybody.
Sist. Ay, brother, I can tell you how my sisters were both ruined ; for they were not so educated.
Bro. What do you mean by ruined? they are not ruined, I hope.
Sist. I mean as to their principles, brother, which I think is the worst sort of ruin ; they were ruined by marrying profligate, irreligious husbands.
Bro. I don't know what you mean by profligate ; I think they are both very well married.
Sist. Yes, as you call married, and that I call being undone.